
Audrius Plioplys art work—in gangster 
Al Capone’s favourite hotel 

 
The Lithuanian artist’s works were purchased by one of the oldest 
hotels in Chicago, the Blackstone Hotel, which has been recently 
renovated. 
 
American Lithuanian, May 17, 2008. Audrone Simanonyte 
 
 Several months ago, Chicago’s leading newspaper, the Chicago 
Tribune, devoted a full page writing about the artistic accomplishments of 
Audrius Plioplys, who is of Lithuanian descent. Several of his art works are 
on permanent display at the University of Chicago. 
 
 The artist explained that the University of Chicago extremely carefully 
and very selectively chooses art work for permanent display. For the 
University to choose several of his large-scale works was and is a 
tremendous honour, the artist explained. One piece, “Thoughts of Ancestral 
Religious Rites, Pilviskiai, Lithuania” is on display at the Inter-Religious 
Center of the Rockefeller Memorial Chapel (5850 S. Woodlawn Ave.). This 
piece is the only permanently displayed art work at the Chapel. 
 
 In addition, the Pritzker School of Medicine, in the first floor atrium of 
the Donnelley Biological Sciences Learning Center (924 E. 57 Street), has 
two large-scale art works on display: “Theological Thoughts” and “Thoughts 
of Freedom, Drexel Home, Chicago.”  
 
 And more recently, another accomplishment: one of Chicago’s oldest 
hotels, the Blackstone Hotel, after being renovated, purchased a set of art 
works from this artist. Upon visiting the Blackstone Hotel, one cannot forget 
that this was one of the favourite places visited by the famous mafioso, Al 
Capone. This was the only location at which Al Capone would trust to have 
his hair cut, in the hotel’s barbershop. In addition, on the 23rd floor, William 
Harding was nominated to run for the Republican ticket, and subsequently 
won the election and became president of the US.  
 
 The Blackstone Hotel purchased the art works from Flatfile galleries, 
which represents the artist. Reproductions of the art works, and an 
explanation concerning them, can also be found in the brochure published 
by the Hotel.  
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