After a brilliant showing at the
University of Chicago Medical
School, Audrius "*Andy” Plloplys was
flmshmg his internship in Madison,
Wis.,
threshold of specrahzmg in neurol-
ogy, when the artist inside his doc-
tor’s white coat finally pushed its
way forward.

“During my internship I often went
running,’’ Plioplys says. “One sunny
day near the end of that year, |
stopped and looked at the sky and the
clouds. I said to myself, ‘What did |
do here other than be a smart aleck,

express myself
manner?’”’

In that moment, Plloplys says now,
he decided to quit a promising medl-
cal career and do what his heart told .
him: artwork.

““My interest in art had been grow-.

m a personal.

26, who maintains a studio in his
" apartment on Wyoming Avenue NW

‘¢ STARTED PAINTING in medi
_cal school during my spare time."’
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tangular and square shapes, cracked
mirrors and other ‘‘conceptual’’
_ideas, has met with favorable critical
“response.

. ““The visual aspects are one thing, -
but the important aspects are the..
ideas, ideas that for men tend to go
- along philosophic and psychological .

* objects of revelation, reflection and |
 insight, ideas it may be dlfflcult for
*laymen to understand.”
! But selling enough pieces. to mak
‘a living is a different story. :
5..“My art hasn’t been commercxal
' rthe market just.isn’t there,” Plioplys:

»Washington artists are able to pursue
- their professions full-time. Most
teach but he didn’t want to. - -

iy / ."'-’,:il

‘THAT HARD REALITY led to':

“From neurologlcal researcher to sculptor
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in June, 1976, and was on the :

when what I really wanted to do was .

ing for quite a while,” says Plloplys. .

; lines. The mirrors, for example, are *

‘1.

Phoplys decision in May to return to *-

! medicine, a move his wife thought :
PO . ‘would be difficult to execute. ‘‘Medi-:
cme lS a very COHSBTVB[IVC nrofes

_By the time he finished med school
at the University of Chicago in June,
1975, art had become the primary in-
terest in his life. |

Tumning to art had nothing to do
with Plioplys’ medical skills. A
better-than-average student, he'd re-
ceived five fellowships for advanced
study in his chosen speciality; was a
teaching assistant and had published
an article in the Journal of Applied
Physiology, all before completing his
intermnship.

“But there was nothing creative -
about doing a general medical intern-}
ship,”’ Plioplys says. ‘'l starting
painting on weekends or whenever |
wasn't on duty.”

Once having made the decrslon"
Plioplys came to Washington where
he and Geri Critchley, an employee
" of a student travel organization, were
married and where he pursued art
full-time, living on savings he'd accu-
mulated during his internship. 3

For someone with no art training,

. :«' Plioplys’ work, tending toward three-'

dimensional structures, utilizing rec-
N +: Se¢ PLIOPLYS, D-5"

warned two years ago by doctors that
if he voluntarily stepped out, it would
be hard to get back in.”

But luck was with Plioplys once he
made the decision. He was accepted
at the famed Mayo Clinic in Roches-,

“ter, Minn., as a resident for the sum-

mer of 1979, where he hopes to re-
sume research‘in pediatric neurol-

ogy.
Actually, Plioplys’ interests in art

" and 'medicine both tend toward the
- - theoretical. He'll continue doing *‘in-; -
stallation pieces,” works of art that

_are so big they.have to be perma-

-‘nently mstalled.,,

“The type of art I want to do will

" be easier now.that my financial
. status will be eased,"”’ PliOpIys says.

-"Along with the easing of financial
burdens has come an easing of emo-:

,uonal ones. ...
says, noting thatjust-a-handful’ of**= oI feel bem myself no\r‘“‘

‘he says. “Art plays a very important
role in society, but there has to be a:
" balance between personal creativity -
and the needs of séciety at large,”
needs Plxoplys feels he'll be helping -

meet by gomg into medical research. © ‘
. ;,. The artist is back inside the white

- coat, but is now assured of its place
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